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ILLINOIS SECTION
AMERICAN WA TER WORKS

ASSOCIATION ~

December14, 2004 Reply to: Illinois Sectio AW~VA
S35YorkshireDrive
Dekalb,IL 60115

~

Ms. DorothyM. Gurm,Clerk ~A~FJWNOJs
Illinois Pollution ControlBoard ~
JamesR. ThompsonCenter °~rd
100 WestRandolphStreetSuite 11-500
Chicago,IL 60601

VIA FAX# 312-814-3669andUSPS

RE:DocketNo.R-04-021
Revisionsto RadiumWaterQuality Standards

DearMs. Gunn:

The Illinois WaterUtility COuncilwasformedby theIllinois Section: 1 the
AmericanWaterWorksAssociationto evaluateandcommenton legislative~.egulatory
arid othermatters,which directlyaffectwaterutilities. Thependingproposalofthe
Illinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyto modify thewaterqualitystand d for
radiumdirectly affectswaterutilities in Illinois.

Theproposalof theIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyrecogrizesthat
radiumhasbeendischargedto surfacewatersfor decades.Manyof theutilit esthat are
membersoftheAmericanWaterworksAssociationhavebeenprovidingdri ing water
to theircommunitiesfor over 100 years.Any watersupplyusingwaterfrom thedeep
aquiferhasbeendischargingradiumfor that sametimeperiod.

TheproposaloftheIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyhadbe n
characterizedasthede-regulationof radium. This is not true. IEPA hasrec gnizedthat
theallowableconcentrationin streamsandrivers in Illinois is two ordersof~agnitude
greaterthanthecurrentstandardandthehighestconcentrationofradiumme suredin
well waterin Illinois. Theestablishmentof anumericallimit that is two ord sof
magnitudehigherthanany concentrationmeasuredfrom wells in Illinois wo id nothave
any different impacton thewatersthanthecurrentproposal.
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TheWaterUtility Council is concernedthat a specifictreatmenttechniquein y be
requiredfor radiumif thecurrentstandardis left in place. Waterutilities ha e
responsibilitiesto their customersto selectatreatmentmethodthat bestmeet theneeds
oftheir system.Fundsreceivedfrom thepublic will be spentto complywi the
establishedrulesandthesefundsshouldbe spentwisely. Theinstallationof quipment
to meetawaterquality standardof1.0 picocuriesperliter ofradium226 is ealistic
whenthecurrentstandardfor waterdeliveredto peopleis 5.0 picocuriesperliter of
combinedradium226 andradium228.

Publicwatersuppliesprovidepotabledrinkingwaterfor humanCOflS: ptionwith
radiumlevelsup to 5.0pico curicsthat is in full compliancewith all drinkin water
regulations.Thereis no scientificbasisto indicatetheneedfor removalofr dium levels
below 5.0pico curiesfrom wastewaterdischargedto theenvironment. TheI linois
SectionAmericanWaterWorksAssociationsupportstheIEPA Proposal.

The Illinois WaterUtility Council appreciatestheopportunityto prov de
commenton this very importantissueto waterutilities in Illinois.

Very truly yours,

~2~W?~Q
F. EdwardGlatfelter
Chair
ISAWWA WaterUtility Counci

ExecutiveDirector
CentralLakeCounty
Joint ActionWaterAgency


